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species of which 2 are new. The remainder 
coincide with those of Kimura only in part, 
as I have raised some of his infraspecific 
taxa to specific rank and reduced others to 
synonymy. What he apparently failed to 
realise is that these species fail into two dis- 
tinet (though difficult to define) groups, one 
basically northern with only H. erectum hav¬ 
ing a distribution south of northern Honshu, 
the other basically Southern with only H. 
pseudopetiolatum extending in range into 
Southern Hokkaido. Working on this hypo- 
thesis made the inter-relationships of the 


species more easily understood. 

In short, I am very grateful indeed to 
Professor Kimura for doing the ground work 
in the taxonomy of Japanese Hypericum. 
Without his contribution I might not have 
been able to perceive the existence of the 
two above-mentioned groups in subsect. 
Erecta, which proved to be the key to the un- 
derstanding of the inter-relationships of the 
majority of the herbaceous species. 

(Department of Botany, 
The Natural History Museum, 
Crornwell Road, London SW7 5BD, U. K.) 


Hiroo Kanai: In Memory of Dr. Yojiro Kimura 
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